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JEFFREY SANOW
Former CIA Senior Intelligence Officer | Global Security Expert

| Strategic Leadership Speaker

Failure is Not an Option 
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Jeffrey Sanow is a remarkable 

speaker whose wealth of 

experience and deep 

understanding of global security 

and leadership leaves an 

audience captivated and 

inspired. His ability to weave 

together real-world insights from 

his CIA career with practical 

strategies for risk management 

and decision-making under 

pressure is unmatched. What sets 

Jeffrey apart is his integration of 

biblical principles into his 

leadership philosophy, offering a 

perspective that is both powerful 

and profoundly grounding.

Biography

When Jeffrey says “Failure is 
not an Option”, he means it! 
Your team walks away with 
actionable takeaways and a 
renewed sense of purpose and 
resilience to elevate their 
leadership and strategic 
thinking to the next level.
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With 35 years of experience navigating the complexities of global 

intelligence and security, Jeffrey S. Sanow is a distinguished authority 

on international operations, risk management, and strategic 

leadership. A former Senior Intelligence Officer in the National 

Clandestine Service of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), Jeffrey 

has a wealth of knowledge and firsthand experience in some of the 

world's most challenging environments.

Throughout his illustrious career, Jeffrey has directed high-stakes 

operations across South Asia, Southeast Asia, the eastern 

Mediterranean, and the Middle East. His work has been instrumental in 

shaping the security landscape for key U.S. missions abroad, including 

his leadership role in directing security efforts for the U.S. Embassy in 

Pakistan and serving as the General Manager of one of the largest 

security companies in Uganda.

Since retiring from the CIA, Jeffrey has dedicated himself to sharing 

his expertise as a mentor, instructor, and public speaker. His 

presentations are a masterclass in resilience, adaptability, and the art 

of making critical decisions under pressure. Whether he's speaking on 

the intricacies of global intelligence, the nuances of cross-cultural 

leadership, insights into biblically significant principals, or the 

strategic importance of security in today's volatile world, Jeffrey 

captivates audiences with his compelling stories and actionable 

insights.

Jeffrey's engaging style and profound understanding of global 

dynamics make him a sought-after speaker for organizations looking 

to enhance their leadership capabilities, strengthen their security 

strategies, and gain a deeper understanding of international affairs.
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Speaking Topics Include

Global Intelligence and Operations: Lessons from the Field

Failure is Not an Option: Strategic Leadership in High-Risk Environments

Navigating Cross-Cultural Challenges in International Operations: Walk in the Footsteps of St. Paul

Risk Management and Security Strategies for Today’s Global Threats

The Art of Decision-Making Under Pressure
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The Power of Strategic Leadership: Jeffrey emphasizes the importance of strategic 

leadership, especially in high-risk environments. He shares actionable insights on how to 

lead effectively under pressure, make informed decisions, and inspire teams to overcome 

challenges. His experiences in global intelligence provide a unique perspective on the 

critical role that leadership plays in achieving success in complex operations.

Failure is Not an Option: Drawing from his extensive background in international security, 

Jeffrey discusses the essential principles of risk management. He highlights the 

importance of being prepared for unforeseen challenges and adapting swiftly to 

changing circumstances. His speech offers practical strategies for building resilience, 

both personally and within organizations, to thrive in unpredictable situations.

Cross-Cultural Communication and Collaboration: Jeffrey delves into the nuances of 

cross-cultural communication, sharing lessons learned from his work across diverse 

regions. He underscores the value of cultural awareness and empathy in fostering 

effective collaboration, enhancing diplomatic relations, and achieving mission success in 

global operations.

Biblical Principles in Leadership and Decision-Making: Jeffrey integrates biblical principles 

into his approach to leadership and decision-making. He discusses the importance of 

integrity, humility, and faith in guiding actions and decisions. Jeffrey believes that strong 

ethical foundations, rooted in biblical teachings, are crucial for effective leadership and 

building trust within teams and organizations.

The Art of Critical Thinking Under Pressure: In high-stakes environments, the ability to think 

critically and make swift, sound decisions are paramount. Jeffrey shares techniques for 

maintaining clarity and focus under pressure, drawing parallels between his experiences 

in the CIA and the challenges faced by leaders in any field. His insights empower 

audiences to develop their own critical thinking skills and apply them in their professional 

and personal lives.

When attending a speech by Jeffrey Sanow, audiences can expect to
walk away with several key takeaways:
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Jeffrey Sanow’s message is a blend of profound insights, practical strategies, and 

timeless biblical wisdom, offering audiences a holistic approach to leadership, resilience, 

and success.

These takeaways provide actionable insights that can be applied to leadership, security, 

and strategic planning across a wide range of industries.

Invite Jeffrey S. Sanow to your next event and give your audience the opportunity to learn 

from one of the most seasoned professionals in the intelligence and security field. His 

insights will not only educate but also inspire leaders to think strategically and act 

decisively in an ever-changing world.

For booking inquiries, contact Talent Concierge Artists Agency (TCAA) today.

AUTHOR 

HUMINT FOR HUMANITY - Visit the corners of the world seen by few people. Experience the 

cultural and social divides that Jeffrey and his family crossed during his global career .

TRAVELS FROM

Tampa, FL

JEFFREY SANOW is available as your Mainstage Speaker, Public Appearances, and 

Autograph Signings
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